12  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter frained from creating the legation at Washington which
' had been conceded in 1920, but the Free State insisted
on exercising the right to accredit a Minister in 1924,
and challenged the existing theory of imperial rela-
tions by claiming that the Articles of 1921 formed an
international treaty of the type which under Article 18
of the Covenant of the League of Nations must, in
order to be valid, be registered with the League Secre-
tariat. This contention the British Government denied,
but Canada also proved to be dissatisfied with the
international status of the Dominions. Mr. Maokeriflic
King1 admitted that the power of the King on the
advice of the British ministry to declare war and make
peace enabled him on that advice to conclude the
treaty of Lausanne and to ratify it so that Canada was
bound by it. But he insisted that, as Canadian plenipo-
tentiaries had not been invited to aid in the conclusion
of the treaty, Canada was under no obligation actively
to maintain the binding force of the compact if its
terms should'be violated by Turkey. Canada also was
dissatisfied with the status of the Governor-General as
the result of the claim of Lord Byng in 1920 to exercise
a wider discretion in the matter of granting a dissolu-
tion than was in practice assumed by the King in the
United Kingdom. The claims of Canada, the Irish Free
State, and the Union thus converged in a demand for
reconsideration of the constitutional law of the Empire,
and the Imperial Conference of 19262 met those claims
in the amplest manner. The Conference held itself pre-
pared to define the position and mutual relation of the
group of self-governing communities composed of Groat
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